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     Minutes of the MPWC Monthly Business Meeting 
December 12, 2019 

 
ATTENDEES 

 
Commissioners: Other Attendees: 

Mr. Joseph C. Scavuzzo, President 
Mr. George R. Piperno, Vice President 

Mr. Patrick Brennan, Treasurer 
Mr. Ronald S. Johnson, Secretary 

Mr. Edward Brennan, Assistant Secretary/Treasurer 
‘ 
 
 
 
 

Michael A. Saraceni, C.O.O. 
Richard Spafford, P.E., Director of Engineering 

Karl N. McConnell, General Counsel 
Craig Campbell, Superintendent 

Brandy Eisenmann, Customer Service Director 
Carol Feriozzi, Personnel Administrator 
 

 
 

Present were members of Public: Mrs. Cyndy Marco – 
of 8624 Githens Avenue    

 

The President called the meeting to order at 9:30AM 
There was a roll call of Commissioners; 
Salute to the Flag; the Open Public Meetings Act Compliance Statement was read. 
 
Customer Dispute – 8624 Githens Avenue – report attached 
Mr. and Mrs. Marco were present at the meeting to appeal to the Commissioners to adjust their water bill which 
was due to a toilet leak at their rental property at 8624 Githens Ave., Pennsauken. Mrs. Marco requested that 
she would be willing to pay for the bill in full if the bill was changed to the rate charged to the lowest billing 
tier.  Commissioners told Mrs. Marco that they would have to discuss the issue and were not prepared to give 
her an answer at that time. Mrs. Marco was told that she would be advised of the outcome of the discussion by 
the end of the day. Mr. and Mrs. Marco agreed and exited the meeting. A discussion ensued and it was decided 
that Mr. Saraceni and Ms. Eisenmann would review account dispute protocols and bring back options to the 
commission to review and consider. Ms. Eisenmann would contact Mrs. |Marco and tell her a decision is on 
hold while her dispute was under review. 
 
Salary Committee – Employee Contributions - Actions  
As this involved individual evaluations and personnel recommendation it was held for Executive Session.  
 
Legislative Updates: Progress Report 
Mr. Saraceni reported that staff has been actively researching options for monitoring legislative updates. He 
advised he contacted New Jersey Water Works but they have no  Lobbyist referring him to a representative 
from  their member, Ridgewood Water, who uses one. Mr. Saraceni  contacted  the Ridgewood N.J. Water 
Authority’s   Operations Director who suggested  that they would be willing to consider in sharing the monthly 
fixed cost of their lobbyist.  
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 Mr. Saraceni has a meeting on December 19th with Ridgewood representatives and will keep the 
Commissioners apprised. Mr. Saraceni also advised That General Counsel has actively been researching 
legislative updates and that he attended the N.J. League of Municipalities Annual Conference. 
Mr. Campbell reported that he attended the Senate Hearing on Bill S3965 regarding the Mandatory Chlorine 
level for prevention of Legionnaires.. The bill would require  MPWC to greatly increase and maintain chlorine 
residuals far above anything we would operate at in the past and thereby changing the chemistry of water. Mr. 
Campbell added that complying with this would be a great challenge if even possible and would not be 
beneficial to our water quality safety or our system.  A discussion ensued and it was decided that Mr. 
McConnell would contact Senator James Beach about our concerns.  
 
Woodbine Avenue Filter Plant – Project Financing Status 
Mr. Spafford reported that the NJDEP permit application for funding of the Woodbine Avenue Filter Plant was 
completed by R&V. Staff learned that funding is required to go through the NJDEP Infrastructure Bank  (a/k/a 
“I Bank” or “Water Bank”) initially.  R&V has sent to the I-Bank. A discussion ensued and it was decided to 
proceed with the process. 
 
National Highway – Land Use – Progress Report  
Mr. Saraceni reported  on the ongoing  discussions with Pepsi and Staff met with a V.P. and VP/ Counsel for 
Pepsi at the site. Staff offered Pepsi marketing options, including to possibly put a Pepsi logo on the tank. 
Commissioners expressed that they would be open to marketing concepts through a partnership and authorized 
the staff to continue discussions with Pepsi. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Mr. Pat Brennan motioned, 2nd by Mr. Piperno to approve the Business Meeting Minutes of November 14, 
2019.  A unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Payment of the Bills: 
Mr. Pat Brennan motioned, 2nd by Mr. Piperno to approve payment of bill list in the amount of $390,353.96.  A 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Mr. Pat Brennan motioned, 2nd by Mr. Piperno to approve payment of bill dated December 12, 2019 to 
Pennsauken Township in the amount of $475.00.  All voted affirmative except, Mr. Scavuzzo abstained. 
   
Mr. Pat Brennan motioned, 2nd by Mr. Piperno to approve payment of bill dated December 12, 2019 to the 
borough of Merchantville in the amount of $400.00 and payment of bill to Remington and Vernick in the 
amount of $12,408.75. All voted affirmative except, Mr. Ted Brennan abstained. 
   
Mr. Pat Brennan motioned, 2nd by Mr. Piperno to approve payment of bill for the P-Card dated December 12, 
2019 in the amount of $1,063.95, HRA funding in the amount of $ 227,500.00 and FSA Account Funding in the 
amount of $ 8,268.00. A unanimous roll call vote. 
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Bid Opening: 
Main Asset Bid- November 27, 2019 – still under review by Staff and not yet ready for Award by the 
Commission. 
  
Staff Reports 
Mr. Saraceni thanked the Commissioners for the holiday breakfast on behalf of all the Staff and for the 
Commissioners support during the year. He also wished them Happy Holidays. 
 
Mr. Campbell thanked the Commissioners for the holiday breakfast 
 
Mrs. Eisenmann wished the Commissioners a Merry Christmas 
 
Mr. Spafford reported that there is a moratorium on paved roads in the county which has increased our paving 
costs because we now need to pave curb-to-curb. Mr. Pat Brennan suggested reaching out to our Freeholders 
about this. Mr. Ted Brennan said that he had a pre-scheduled meeting with the  Freeholder Director Cappelli 
later that day and that he would speak to him about our concerns. 
 
Mr. McConnell said that a new Resolution has been drawn up for the quit claim deed with Pennsauken 
reflecting the changes requested at the last meeting from that originally motioned last April. 
 He also reported that he was notified that morning that the LFB had drafted a decision but since it was sent to 
the Attorney General for review by the DCA that there is no estimated time frame for a decision.  
 
New Business 
Mr. Pat Brennan motioned, 2nd by Mr. Johnson to approve the 2020 Budget Adoption. A unanimous roll call 
vote. 
 
Mr. Pat Brennan motioned, 2nd by Mr. Ted Brennan to approve 2020 scholarship participation for Merchantville 
and Pennsauken students. A unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Mr. Pat Brennan motioned, 2nd by Mr. Johnson to authorize Commission to write off as uncollectable the 
specific debt recommended to be deemed so and removed from the books by the staff. . A unanimous roll call 
vote. 
 
Mr. Ted Brennan motioned, 2nd by Mr. Piperno to authorize and approve the President and secretary to execute 
the Quitclaim deed returning to the Township of Pennsauken a property at Delaware Gardens from them along 
with the MPWC merged adjoining properties but retaining a subsurface utility easement.  . A unanimous roll 
call vote. 
 
New Services 
Mr. Pat Brennan motioned, 2nd by Mr. Ted Brennan to approve new services at 44 Overbrook Drive – Cherry 
Hill – 1” Residential, Haddon Pointe – Five (5) - 2” Domestic Services, 175 Derousse Avenue – Pennsauken – 
2” Domestic Service and 6” Fire Service, Hampton Road Development Project – two (2) – 8” Services. A 
unanimous roll call vote. 
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Commissioners Reports: 
Mr. Johnson wished Commissioners and Staff Merry Christmas and to have a safe and happy New Year. 
 
Mr. Ted Brennan wished Commissioners and Staff a Happy Holiday. He also thanked staff for their loyalty. 
 
Mr. Piperno wished everyone Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. He also stated that he enjoyed his past 5 
years with the MPWC.  
 
Mr. Pat Brennan wished everyone a Wonderful Christmas and New Year. He also said he has learned a lot in 
his 20 years at the Commission and that the MPWC has come so far. 
 
Mr. Scavuzzo with everyone a Merry Christmas and said that the MPWC is a great team and that it is rewarding 
to work here, referencing mutual respect and loyalty between the Staff and the Commission. 
 
Executive Session 
A motion by Mr. Piperno and 2nd by Mr. Pat |Brennan to enter Executive Session for a discussion on matters of 
personnel at 11:00am in accordance with the written resolution executed and of record on a unanimous roll call 
vote.  
 
Return to Public Session 
 
The Commission returned to open session at 11:08 AM.  
 
Mr. Pat Brennan made a motion to approve the Salary Committee recommendations as listed., 2nd by Ron 
Johnson. A unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Mr. Pat Brennan motioned to freeze for 2020 the employee portion of health care contributions at the current 
2019 dollar amounts , 2nd by Ted Brennan. A unanimous roll call vote.   
 
Adjournment 
 
Mr. Pat Brennan motioned, 2nd by Ted Brennan. A unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Submitted By: Carol Feriozzi & Michael Saraceni 


