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Minutes of the MPWC Monthly Business Meeting 

February 8, 2018 

 

ATTENDEES 

 

Commissioners: Other Attendees: 

                Mr. Patrick Brennan, Vice President Michael A. Saraceni, C.O.O. 

Mr. George Piperno, Secretary 

Mr. Ronald Johnson, Asst. Secretary/Treasurer 
 

Craig Campbell, Superintendent 

Richard Spafford, P.E., Director of Engineering 

Karl N. McConnell, General Counsel 
 

 

 

 

Carol Feriozzi, Administrative Assistant 

Angela Waldron, Administrative Services Supr. 

The Vice-President called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM. 

Salute to the Flag; the Open Public Meetings Act Compliance Statement was read. 

 

The following items were discussed: 

 

Medical Benefits Plan Option – Progress Report & Recommendation 

It was agreed upon by the Commissioners that the MPWC would move forward with the EPO High Deductible 

Health Plan for all current employees and retirees with the exception of one retiree which the plan would bring 

an undue burden to his family. The Plan year contribution for an individual would be $2,500 or $5,000 for an 

individual plus one or more family members. 

 

National Joint Purchasing Alliance (NJPA) – Recommendation to Join 

Mr. Spafford recommended to join the National Joint Purchasing Alliance (NJPA)purchasing group. Major 

Manufacturers also use NJPA where the purchasing price can be 30-40% off list price.  

 

Purchase of John Deere 35G Excavator & Trailer 

Mr. Spafford recommended the purchase of a John Deere 35G Excavator & Trailer. This is a smaller backhoe 

than we currently have and it would be beneficial for work in smaller spaces.  

Mr. Spafford recommended purchasing it through the NJPA which offers it at 30% off list price for the price of 

$59,856.77. The trailer will cost $9,200.00  

 

Capital Expenditures – discussion requested by Staff 

Mr. Brennan recommended to replace the backhoe that we currently have as it has had problems since we 

purchased it. Mr. Spafford recommended trading it in. Mr. Spafford also requested to purchase a smaller dump 

truck to be used in conjunction with the new excavator. Lastly, Mr. Spafford requested to replace the  Remote 

Terminal Units (RTU’s) at one plant now and maybe others further on during the year. 
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Collingswood Partnership – Commissioner Brennan 

Commissioner Brennan stated that along with Mr. Saraceni and Mr. Spafford met with two  Collingswood 

Borough employees at the Park Ave. Plant to discuss the Collingswood partnership.  He stated that the 

Collingswood employees were very interested in our capabilities. Commissioner Brennen then stated that he 

would meet with Mayor Maley to review what has transpired and to ensure that we are heading in the right 

direction for the partnership. Staff was instructed to continue with developing the potential scope of work. 

 

Host Community 2017 Highlight Presentations 

Mr. Saraceni stated that he and Mr. Campbell intended to make their  annual reports/presentations to 

Merchantville Borough on February 12th at 7:30 pm and Pennsauken Township on February 21st , at 5:30 pm. 

Mr. Brennan suggested that the Joint Legislature Task Force on Drinking Water Infrastructure Report be 

distributed and discussed in each presentation to which Mr. Saraceni indicated that the report was distributed 

and confirmed that it would be a foundational point raised in the presentations. 

 

MPWC Regulations – proposed amendments – 1009 and 1012 (See attached) 

Mr. McConnell introduced the proposed amendments to Regulation 1009-Fire Protection and 1012-Meters. He 

stated that applicants for certain facilities are exempt from stand-by charges and that our rate schedule would 

reference that statutory exemptions be by application to the Commission. 

 

Approval of the Minutes 

A motion by Mr. Piperno and 2nd by Mr. Johnson to approve the Minutes of the Business Meeting of  

January 11, 2018.  All voted in the affirmative. 

 

Payment of the Bills 

A motion by Mr. Johnson and 2nd by Mr. Piperno to approve payment of the bills dated February 8, 2018 in the 

amount of $321,307.27 and payment to Pennsauken Township in the amount of $94,185.11. All voted in the 

affirmative in a roll call. 

 

Staff Reports: 

Superintendent  

Mr. Campbell reported that the Pennsauken Board of Education will be having a special election on March 13, 

2018 and the Westfield building will be a polling site. 

 

Old Business 

 A motion by Mr. Johnson and 2nd by Mr. Piperno was approved to implement the Medical Plan (EPO-HDHP) 

to all current employees and retirees with the exception of one retiree who will be permitted to maintain his 

current coverage. All present voted in the Affirmative. 

 

New Business: 

A motion by Mr. Piperno and 2nd by Mr. Johnson to join the NJPA. All present voted in the Affirmative.  
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A motion by Mr. Piperno and 2nd by Mr. Johnson to authorize the purchase of a John Deere 35G Excavator and 

Trailer. All present voted in the Affirmative  

 

A motion by Mr. Johnson and 2nd by Mr. Piperno to approve the proposed amendments to Commission 

Regulations 1009 and 1012. All present voted in the Affirmative  

 

 

Project Status: 

Commissioner Brennan inquired and requested that General Counsel research as to whether  the developer 

should  pay for  the Hampton Road re-lining. Mr. McConnell responded that he would investigate  that issue. 

Mr. Brennan then asked if the Budget Status report can be reflect the most recent month to which Mr. Saraceni 

disclosed that staff has been working in that direction with the transition to the new accounting software. 

 

Commissioners Reports: 

Mr. Johnson said that he is sending prayers to the Scavuzzo family.   

 

Mr. Piperno echoed Mr. Johnson’s sentiment. 

 

Adjournment 

A motion by Mr. Piperno and 2nd by Mr. Johnson to adjourn at 4:37 PM. All present voted in the Affirmative   

 

  

 

Submitted By:  

Carol Feriozzi & Michael Saraceni 
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Minutes of the MPWC Monthly Business Meeting 

March 8, 2018 
 

ATTENDEES 
 

Commissioners: Other Attendees: 
Mr. Joseph Scavuzzo, President Michael A. Saraceni, C.O.O.

Mr. Patrick Brennan, Vice President 
                Mr. G. Burton German, Treasurer 

Mr. George Piperno, Secretary 
Mr. Ronald Johnson, Asst. Secretary/Treasurer

 

Richard Spafford, P.E., Director of Engineering 
Karl N. McConnell, General Counsel

Brandy Eisenmann, Customer Service Director
          Carol Feriozzi, Administrative Assistant

 
 

 

The President called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM. 
Salute to the Flag; the Open Public Meetings Act Compliance Statement was read. 
 
The following items were discussed: 
 
Host Community 2017 Highlight Presentations –  Scheduled 3/7 Township – 3/12 Borough 
Mr. Saraceni stated that the Township Presentation on 3/7 was cancelled due to inclement weather. We are 
awaiting a new date. The presentation to the Borough is still scheduled for 3/12 at 7:30. 
 
Customer Dispute – Sunset Memorial Park  
Rich Martiello attended the meeting to represent Sunset Memorial since the account dispute was appealed to the 
Commission. They were seeking relief on the remaining  $2,508.85 balance on their account. A lengthy 
discussion ensued including disputes as to facts.  The Commissioners determined to maintain the water usage 
costs and authorized staff to deduct all outstanding interest and penalties.  
 
Hampton Road – Main Relining  
Mr. Spafford is drawing up specifications for the main relining and he is requesting authorization to put them 
out to bid. He reported that the County informed him that the paving was scheduled for June/July. Mr. Spafford 
indicated that there are four (4) active services along Hampton and numerous inactive services which are being 
located. Mr. Spafford is  researching the most effective way to maintain water service  during the relining 
project. 
 
Interactive Voice Response – (IVP) – Pay by mobile telephone feature in place 
Mr. Saraceni stated the Interactive Voice Response (IVP) is now up and running. This will allow customers to 
make mobile telephone payments. 
 
 
 
 



 
MERCHANTVILLE-PENNSAUKEN WATER COMMISSION 

6751 Westfield Avenue ● Pennsauken, NJ 08110  
Ph:  856.663.0043 ● Fx:  856.486.7417 ● www.mpwc.com 

Mr. Joseph Scavuzzo 
President 

Mr. Patrick Brennan 
Vice President 

Mr. George Piperno 
Secretary 

Mr. G. Burton German 
Treasurer 

Mr. Ronald Johnson 
Ass’t Secretary/ Treasurer 

 

Serving The Area Since 1926 

 
Capital Expenses -ongoing review and discussion  
A memo was included with the March Commission package which outlined several Capital purchases being 
sought by Staff that were not specified in the budget for 2018. Mr. Spafford said that these purchases would not 
exceed 20% over the budget, therefore would not require State approval. The requested list includes a Ford 550 
dump truck, a new John Deere backhoe (old backhoe would be traded in due to constant issues), and the 
possible replacement of RTU SCADA terminals. He also requested authorization to purchase the Trench 
Compactor, which was budgeted. 
 
Confined-Space Rescue – Equipment Requests – PFD and CHFD Technical Rescues  
Mr. Saraceni stated that the Cherry Hill Fire Department requested for the MPWC to purchase a Fast Rescue 
Board, which could be used during a Confined Space rescue. Commissioners decided to  extend the offer to 
purchase equipment for the Pennsauken Fire Department. 
 
Approval of the Minutes 
A motion by Mr. German and 2nd by Mr. Johnson to approve the Minutes of the Business Meeting of  
February 8, 2018.  Unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Payment of the Bills 
A motion by Mr. German and 2nd by Mr. Piperno to approve payment of the bills dated March 8, 2018 in the 
amount of $441,589.11 and $264,861.40 for Pension disbursement. Unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Correspondence 

 NJAW to MPWC – Distribution System Improvement Charge – Hearing 
 AT&T to C.O.O. – Notice of intent to terminate Lease at Marion Avenue in 2024. 

 
Staff Reports: 
Engineer 
Mr. Spafford reported that the NJDEP has reduced  the limits of PFOA and PFNA to 14 and 13 parts per trillion 
respectively. A pilot study for both National Hwy. and Woodbine is being prepared. Staff is in contact with 
Calgon to Pilot Test for the removal of PFOA and PFNA. No dates have been set yet.  
 
Mr. Brennan inquired why water pumpage showed a significant increase over the same period last year. Water 
main breaks was said to be one possible cause. Mr. Spafford responded that staff will research and provide a 
report at the April meeting. 
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New Business: 
A motion by Mr. German and 2nd by Mr. Piperno to authorize the purchase a trench compactor. All present 
voted in the Affirmative.  
 
A motion by Mr. German and 2nd by Mr. Brennan to authorize the Confined-Space equipment purchases for the 
Pennsauken Fire Dept. and the Cherry Hill Fire Dept. All present voted in the Affirmative.  
 
A motion by Mr. German and 2nd by Mr. Johnson to authorize the purchase of a Ford 550 dump truck under the 
NJPA purchasing agreement. All present voted in the Affirmative.  
 
A motion by Mr. German and 2nd by Mr. Johnson to authorize the Director of Engineering to prepare 
specifications for the Hampton Road main relining and to advertise for bid. All present voted in the 
Affirmative.  
 
A motion by Mr. German and 2nd by Mr. Johnson to authorize trading in the current backhoe and the purchase 
of a new John Deere 310 SL under the NJPA purchasing agreement. All present voted in the Affirmative. 
 
A motion by Mr. German and 2nd by Mr. Piperno to authorize staff to provide correspondence to Sunset 
Memorial advising that they will be held responsible for all water usage and the Commission has authorized the 
removal of all outstanding interest and penalties on  Sunset Memorial. All present voted in the Affirmative. 
 
New Services 
A motion by Mr. German and 2nd by Mr. Johnson to approve 8” and 6” services at 3911 Federal Street,  
All present voted in the Affirmative. 
A motion by Mr. German and 2nd by Mr. Johnson to approve new 8” service, 2 – 2” domestic services and 2 – 
2” fire services for 202 North Park Drive in Cherry Hill. All present voted in the Affirmative.  
 
Commissioners Reports: 
Mr. Scavuzzo expressed his gratitude to Staff and Commissioners for all their support and condolences while he 
and his family were enduring recent personal challenges.     
 
Executive Session 
A motion by Mr. German and 2nd by Mr. Brennan to enter Executive Session for a discussion on contract 
negotiations and discussions at 4:55 PM in accordance with written resolution executed. A unanimous voice 
vote. 
 
The meeting returned to the open public session at 5:30 PM 
 
Adjournment 
A motion by Mr. Brennan and 2nd by Mr. German to adjourn at 5:31 PM. All present voted in the Affirmative   
  
 
Submitted By:  
Carol Feriozzi & Michael Saraceni 
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Minutes of the MPWC Monthly Business Meeting 

July 12, 2018 
 

ATTENDEES 
 

Commissioners: Other Attendees: 
Mr. Joseph C. Scavuzzo, President 

Mr. George R. Piperno, Vice President 
Mr. Patrick Brennan, Treasurer 

Mr. Ronald S. Johnson, Secretary 
Mr. Edward Brennan, Asst. Secretary/Treasurer 

Michael A. Saraceni, C.O.O. 
Craig Campbell, Superintendent 

Richard Spafford, P.E., Director of Engineering 
Karl N. McConnell, General Counsel

Brandy Eisenmann, Customer Service Director
          Carol Feriozzi, Administrative Assistant

 

 
 

 

 

The President called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM. 
Salute to the Flag; the Open Public Meetings Act Compliance Statement was read. 
 
REORGANIZATION OF THE MPWC: 
Oath of Office 
Mr. McConnell administered the Oath of Office to Mr. George R. Piperno for his reappointment by the 
Township of Pennsauken. (Term: July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2023) 
 
Nomination/Designation of Officers: 
On motion by Mr. Brennan and 2nd by Mr. Piperno with a unanimous vote, the Officers remain: 
President: Joseph C. Scavuzzo 
Vice President:  George R. Piperno 
Treasurer:  Patrick Brennan 
Secretary:  Ronald S. Johnson 
Asst. Secretary & Asst. Treasurer:  Edward F. Brennan 
 
Cash Management Plan 
A Resolution to approve the new MPWC Cash Management Plan. Motion by Mr. Piperno, 2nd by Mr. Ted 
Brennan; A unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Designating Bank Signatories 
A Resolution to designate the signatories for the Operating, Payroll and Legal Accounts. Motion by Mr. 
Piperno, 2nd by Mr. Pat Brennan; A unanimous roll call vote. 
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Designating Depositories 
A Resolution to designate Depositories. Motion by Mr. Pat Brennan, 2nd by Mr. Piperno; A unanimous roll call 
vote. 
 
Designation of the Petty Cash Fund 
A Resolution to establish the Petty Cash Fund managed by the Finance Director and/or the C.O.O.  Motion by 
Mr. Pat Brennan, 2nd by Mr. Johnson; A unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Designation of the FSA Account and Signatories 
A Resolution to designate signatories for the Flexible Spending Account.  Motion by Mr. Piperno, 2nd by Mr. 
Ted Brennan; A unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Designation of Newspapers & Websites of the Commission 
A Resolution to designate the official newspapers and websites for public notice of the MPWC as Courier-Post 
and/or The Burlington Times, The Retrospect, and All-Around Pennsauken. Also, the websites of Pennsauken 
Township & Merchantville Borough & Merchantville Community and Merchantville-Pennsauken Water 
Commission.  Motion by Mr. Piperno, 2nd by Mr. Ted Brennan; A unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Designation of the Meeting Dates and Times 
A Resolution to establish the meeting dates and times for the Commission year.  Motion by Mr. Pat Brennan, 
2nd by Mr. Johnson; A unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Appointment of Public Agency Compliance Officer 
A Resolution appoint the C.O.O. as the Public Agency Compliance Officer.  Motion by Mr. Ted Brennan, 2nd 
by Mr. Piperno; A unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Authorization of C.O.O. to make NJDEP/EPA Applications 
A Resolution authorizing the C.O.O. to make applications to the NJDEP and EPA.  Motion by Mr. Piperno, 2nd 
by Mr. Johnson; A unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Authorization of Purchases under the State Contract and Approved Co-Ops 
A Resolution to authorize staff to make purchases utilizing state contracts and co-ops approved by the 
Co0mmission. Motion by Mr. Piperno, 2nd by Mr. Ted Brennan; A unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Approval of Maximum Thresholds and Agents for Purchasing 
A Resolution to approve the maximum state permitted purchasing thresholds and agents for purchasing as 
designated in the respective Resolution; Motion by Mr. Piperno 2nd by Mr. Johnson; A unanimous roll call 
vote. 
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Approval and Award of Annual Professional Services Appointments and of Qualified Engineers 
A Resolution to award as Fair and Open, the annual professional appointments and Qualify these responding 
Engineers as recommended by staff evaluators on Motion by Mr. Piperno 2nd by Mr. Pat Brennan; A 
unanimous roll call vote. 

 Auditor:  Bowman & Company LLC 
 Accounting Services (Consultant):  Your Part Time Controller 
 Insurance Broker of Record: Connor, Strong & Buckelew 
 Broker of Record for Employee Benefits: Connor, Strong & Buckelew 
 Commission Bond Counsel:  Parker McCay 

Responding Engineers deemed qualified for contracting with the Commission: 
 Remington & Vernick, CME Associates, T&M Associates and Pennoni Associates 

   
Designation of the 2018-2019 Public Employees Awards Committee 
A Resolution to reappoint the current sitting members of the committee for the 2018/2019 Commission year.  
Motion by Mr. Brennan, 2nd by Mr. Piperno; A unanimous roll call vote. 

 
ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED: 
Park Avenue – Well #1 Repairs 
Mr. Spafford informed the Commissioners that there is a hole in Park Ave Well #1 which was known to be pre-
existing to our contract with USGI and will need to be patched. A $30,090.00 change order has been requested 
to the current contract between the parties. 
 
Sale of Rudderow Avenue Generator – Unserviceable 
Staff requested authorization to sell a 1983 unserviceable generator that has not run since 2009 on GovDeals.  
 
Carbon Filter Plants – Financing Options 
The Commissioners agreed that the MPWC should commence financing for the Carbon Filter Plants now 
despite the lack of regulations regarding the implementation details of the new PFOA limits. The 
Commissioners agreed that no financing currently compares to NJEIT funding and Staff was authorized to 
begin that application process as soon as the data and necessary plans become available. 
 
Collingswood Status Report 
Mr. Spafford informed the Commissioners that Complete Controls installed cellular modems so that the MPWC 
and Collingswood plants and tanks could communicate via SCADA which makes them viewable on staff 
phones Mr. Spafford advised that his greatest immediate concern is Collingswood filters which he will be 
advising Collingswood about and which must be scheduled for repair. 
 
Approval of the Minutes 
Mr. Pat Brennan moved on a 2nd by Mr. Johnson to approve the Business meeting minutes of June 14, 2018.  A 
unanimous roll call vote. 
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Payment of the Bills 
Mr. P. Brennan motioned on a 2nd by Mr. Ted Brennan to approve payment of the bills dated July 12,2018 in 
amount of $1,271,043.52.  A unanimous roll call vote. 
 
Mr. P. Brennan motioned on 2nd by Mr. Piperno to approve payment of a $1290.00 bill for Borough of 
Merchantville.  All voted in the affirmative except Mr. Ted Brennan abstained.  
 
A motion by Mr. Patrick Brennan and 2nd by Mr. Piperno to approve payment of a $1,150.00 bill for 
Pennsauken Township, dated July 12, 2018.  Affirmative roll call vote, except Mr. Scavuzzo abstained.  
 
Correspondence 

 Gene Padalino to C.O.O.  Re-appointment of George Piperno – Resolution 
 K. McGowan to J. Peirce – Letter of Gratitude – Scholarship 
 R. Lukasiak to MPWC Commissioners – Letter of Gratitude – Salary Increases 

 
Staff Reports 
The Superintendent reported that the second quarter VOC’s were completed and the MTBE’s were excessively 
high. He said it was determined cross-contamination from the haloacetic acid testing which took place at the 
same time was the reason for the inaccurate testing. He also said that NJDEP is expected to invalidate the test 
results and new results should be delivered next week. 
Mr. Campbell also stated that the NJDEP is now requiring water systems with interconnections 6” or larger to 
have signed agreements. Maple Shades Interconnection concludes in September 2018 and is currently being 
updated. Staff is also currently in discussions about the 38th and Federal Interconnection with NJAW. 
 
Old Business 
USGI Main Replacement Proposal – Mr. Spafford provided additional information regarding his evaluation of 
the USGI proposal and a discussion ensued. The Commissioners agreed that there was enough potential value to 
initiate drafting the necessary competitive contract RFP pending NJDEP’s issuing regulations and prior to any 
commitments being proposed to the Commission. A motion by Mr. Pat Brennan and 2nd by Mr. Piperno to  
authorize the staff to begin the competitive contract process to solicit Main Replacement Program proposals.  A 
unanimous roll call vote.  
 
New Business: Sale of Generator  
A motion by Mr. Pat Brennan and 2nd by Mr. Piperno to approve the sale of the generator on GovDeals A 
unanimous roll call vote.  
 
Park Avenue Well Repairs: Change Order 
Motion by Mr. Ted Brennan and 2nd by Mr. Piperno to approve the $30,000.00 change order for Park Ave. Well 
Repair. A unanimous roll call vote.  
 
New Services-1012 Haddonfield Road – 2” Commercial – 4” Fire Service 
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A motion by Mr. Piperno and 2nd by Mr. Pat Brennan to approve the – 2” Commercial – 4” Fire Service at 1012 
Haddonfield Rd. A unanimous roll call vote.  
  
Commissioners Reports: 
Mr. Piperno suggested researching permitted investment options for higher interest rates and for diversification. 
A discussion ensued. Treasurer Brennan indicated that he would coordinate researching additional options. 
 
Mr. Pat Brennan requested more CCR brochures be distributed to the surrounding municipalities. 
 
Adjournment 
A motion by Mr. Brennan and 2nd by Mr. Piperno to adjourn at 5:06 PM.  A unanimous roll call vote. 
 
 
 
 
































